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With the competition between technology and the activities outside the home, teachers need to find innovative ways to encourage their students to make time for reading. Twenty ways to promote reading in the classroom:

1. Book Stacking
The idea is to stack books in your classroom on tables for viewing. Seeing books in plain view is a prompt to pick them up during free time just because they are there.

2. Book Bragging
Let students tell about a book that they have just finished reading. If a peer has read it, then it will become a pick for one of their friends.

3. Book Debating
Let several students tell why their book selection should be chosen “Book of the Month”. A vote can be taken afterwards.

4. Book Twisting
After reading a book, ask students to write a new ending or add a sequel to the story.

5. Book Blogging
Students may write their opinions about a book that they have read on a class computer page or simply write on large paper and post on the bulletin board.

6. Book Marathon Racing
Students should record the number of pages that they have read in a designated time period such as once a month. Amount of time could also be noted and highest achievers awarded. Amount of time and pages read may also include new record breakers. Forming teams is another way to promote involvement.

7. Star Books Rating
Students rate the books that they have read with 5-1 stars. (5=highest/1=lowest interest level) These are posted so students can see the ratings a book has received.

8. Book Matching
The teacher has students to complete a Reading Interest Inventory. The teacher or school librarian’s challenge is to find a book that matches the student’s interests. 

9. Good Book Fishing
The students write a short summary of his or her book and place both in the reading area. The challenge is to see which book gets picked (caught) first by a classmate who is fishing for a good book.

10. Characters Talking
Plan for students to dress up like a favorite character from a book that they have read.

Students stand at designated places in the room or library while classmates move around the room as if visiting a museum. (Prewriting the character’s speech allows students to experience identifying important details and summarizing). When a person arrives at their spot, the character comes to life. Biographies work well in this venue.

11. Book Buzzing

Students sitting in small groups select an element from their book and begin to share and compare. For example after a student describes one of his or her book characters, he says, “I buzz off to ___.” (Insert name of another member of the group). Each continues the theme until all have had a turn and then another element is chosen.

12. Movie Viewing
The cinema has recently made movies from popular novels for children and young adults. Let students do a comparison and contrast of the book vs. the movie. Students can decide which they liked the best and why.

13. Book Club Grouping 

Students can form Fan Clubs of their favorite book series and/or authors. Make flags or 

T-shirts and other materials to promote your club.

14. Book Swapping
Let students bring in paperback books that they have read and trade once a month.

15. Day of Discovering
Invite students to share something with the class that they learned from a book on Discovery Day. This is a good time to promote non-fiction and biography books. Teachers can choose the subject for research too.

16. Poetry Writing
After reviewing the mechanics of writing poetry, have students pen their own poems. Publish in a booklet for the class and library.

17. Yackity-Yacking
Bring in the newspaper and discuss current events. Point out the difference in opinion and facts in the media. Let students identify whether articles in the news are informative or prejudice. Is perception reality?

18. Circus of Facts Performing
Using the 2-ring or 3-ring circus theme, let students portray 2 or 3 facts or events from a book using their artwork. 

19. Top 10 Listing 

Students list 10 top reasons why or why not to read a book. Set up as a countdown to the #1 and most important reason.

20. Book Breaking
Take a book break and provide 10 minutes of quiet time for silent reading in class everyday. 

